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FREE GUIDE: GENIUS HACKS EVERY QUILTER
SHOULD KNOW

Download this FREE PDF guide to discover
insider quilting tricks for making every

project easy & efficient!

Get My FREE Guide »

HOW TO TRIM SQUARES FOR BIG BLOCK QUILTS

STEP1:
Determine the desired “trimmed” block size and divide that number in half.

In our example below, the pinwheel will be trimmed into a 10" block. Therefore, 10" divided in
half equals 5". (Remember to add seam allowance to your trimmed block size)

STEP 2:

Place the 5" ruler marking directly on the horizontal and vertical center seams, and align the 45
degree line of the ruler on top of the 45 degree seam of the block.
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If you do not have center or diagonal seams lines, fold your block to determine the center and
press in centered horizontal, vertical and diagonal lines. Use these as your guide.

STEP 3:

Once the horizontal and diagonal lines are in position, hold the ruler in place. Without shifting,

trim away as much as the ruler will allow.



Rotate the block one time. Re-position the ruler, aligning the center seams and the 45 degree
seam exactly as in the previous step. Continue to trim the right side of the block and across the
top as far as the ruler will allow.

Rotate and trim the block total of four times.

There you have it — a 10" block trimmed with a 6" ruler.



Do you have another strategy for trimming large blocks? Leave a comment sharing your method
for trimming large quilt blocks. We’d love to know!

FREE GUIDE: GENIUS HACKS EVERY QUILTER
SHOULD KNOW

Download this FREE PDF guide to discover
insider quilting tricks for making every

project easy & efficient!

Get My FREE Guide »

Editor’s Note: This post was originally published in February 2016 and was updated in March
2018.
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30 COMMENTS
@ Janet Espeleta
February 7th, 2016
This is a great hint. However, you should have said to put your ruler on the 5-1/4" mark for a

block that will finish 10". Otherwise, you end up cutting off your seam allowances.

Reply

karen walker
February 7th, 2016

Thank you Janet

My 10" block example represents an ‘unfinished’ block size. It is easier to photograph in whole
inch increments. You are correct in your comment, if one wants a 10" finished block, they
would use the

5-1/4 mark on the center seam. Thank you for clarifying, | appreciate it! @ ~karen

Reply

@ Chrissy
February 15th, 2017

Yes!

Reply

Terry Sheldon
March 15th, 2018

In the tutorial she says, “Remember to add seam allowance to your trimmed block size.”

Reply

m Joann
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March 2nd, 2016

What a ridiculously simple idea and it never even occurred to me.
| have some 19 and 1/2 inch blocks to square up and this will
make it quite simple. Thank you.

Reply

@ Anne
March 3rd, 2016

What a great tip! | never thought of doing it this way, but | will remember this!! Thanks.

Reply

@ Toni
March 4th, 2016

You should have said something at end of your presentation about seam allowance because
alot of people don’t read comments. | aleays do, you pick up great tips from their comments.
Thank you.

Reply

@ Charleen
March 9th, 2017

Yep, she did me tion seam allowances toward the beginning. | almost missed it.

Reply

Marcy Williams
March 15th, 2016

Great tip. There’s also a wonderful 20" square ruler out there. Love mine for this, squaring up
quilts for binding, and lots of other uses!

Reply

karen walker
h March 19th, 2016

Thanks Marcy! | should probably invest in a 20" square ruler! @ Especially when it comes to
squaring up for the binding!

Thanks for your comment.

~karen

Reply

Jean Scofield
March 16th, 2017

| waited for the best sale price and the best coupon | can use to treat myself and buy the 20"
from JoAnns. In the end | got it for 25% of the retail cost. Since JoAnns changed their dates
and amounts for coupons recently you really have to watch for the “window” to get both dis-
counts. These days | wait for their “X %" off your entire purchase good for regular and sale
prices for your entire order. Fortunately they are offering the total price coupons more fre-
guently.

Reply

Julie
March 19th, 2016

Ok, it must be me, but i'm really confused by the pictures of your ruler on the square. Your origin
may be on “center” of the fabric, but the lines of the ruler are way off the seams (both vertical
and horizontal) once you get away from the origin. Is all you care about that the 45 degree line
lies on the 45 degree seam?

Additionally, I've read in several of the blogs here about where the ruler should lay when cutting
fabric and where the ruler lines should lay. (for example, when cutting a 2" strip from a bulk
piece of fabric, the ruler lays on the 2" piece, and the entire 2" ruler mark should lay on the fabric
of that 2" piece to be cut.) However trimming blocks is a different example and | thought this
blog would answer my question but | think it's too difficult to see on the photos. Can you tell me
the answer to this question. | have a block i need to trim down to size. The perimeter of the fin-
ished size has a stitch the whole way around it. | need to make a half inch seam allowance from
that stitch. When | lay my ruler on the block and attempt to line up the 1/2" mark on the ruler to
the seam, how exactly should that fat ruler mark lay in regards to that seam (I’'m right-handed).
Should the right edge of the mark (i.e. the inside edge of the mark) lay on the right edge of the
seam? Should the right edge of the mark lay on the center of the seam, or the left edge of the
seam? [t may seem like a silly question, but from everything I've learned about quilting, even
the width of a single thread is important when it comes to sewing things together.

Thank you for your time!
Julie
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Reply

karen walker
March 19th, 2016

Hi Julie,

Thanks for sharing your thoughts...

The intent of my post is to show how to square up a large block using a ruler smaller than the
desired block size.

In your comment, you say...

“Your origin may be on “center” of the fabric, but the lines of the ruler are way off the seams
(both vertical and horizontal)”

If you are referring to my photo...looking very carefully at the picture, my horizontal and verti-
cal lines may not be ‘exactly’ lined up on the corresponding seam lines. They may be an 1/8"
off. My block may not be exactly perfect. @ But...the 45 degree line is key as well as maintain-
ing the horizontal and vertical lines as close to perfect as possible.

Without seeing pictures of your block, it's hard for me to fully grasp your situation. With that
said, and if i am understanding correctly, i would place the line of the ruler on the seam (or do
you mean the stitched) line. Sounds like you may have 4 areas on your block (with the addition
of your stitched line) that will help you square up your block. The vertical seam line, the hori-
zontal seam line, the diagonal seam line and your stitched line that encompasses your block.

If you'd like more clarification, you are welcome to email me and send a photo.
chezstitches@gmail.com

Here’s my post on proper rotary cutting. It is really important to lay the ruler line on the fabric!

©

https://www.craftsy.com/quilting/article/how-to-cut-fabric-for-quilting/

Thanks Julie!

Reply

anna ramos
May 15th, 2016

some thing new learned.

Reply

Linda
June 22nd, 2016

This tip was extremely helpful. | have a gazillion rulers but | never seem to have the right one for
the project at hand.
Sincerely appreciate the info.

Reply

Bess C. S.
January 14th, 2017

Thanks so much! I've been on a long search for info on big block trimming. This is so helpful!

Reply

Julia
March Tth, 2017

Wish | had seen this post 2 weeks ago when | had a bunch of large blocks to square. Great info.
Thanks a lot.

Reply

karen walker
March 9th, 2017

Your'e welcome Julia. @
~karen

Reply

Glenice Jones
March 8th, 2017

| agree with some of the comments here - information on trimming large blocks is very hard to
find. | need to trim my appligué blocks to 24.5" and could not find any information..... so | went
to a local plastics store and bought a 24.5" piece of Perspex with etched diagonal and cross lines
to help centre the block.

Karen, to use your very helpful tutorial, | would need to use at least a 12" square - correct?

Reply

karen walker
March 9th, 2017
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HI Glenice,

you would need a 12-1/2" square ruler. You'd place the 12-1/4" (which is half of your 24-1/2"
block size) in the center of the block. If you don’t have seams to follow, like in the pinwheel pic-
tures, you could lightly press your block horizontally, and vertically to identify the center...as
well as diagonally. Or, you could mark the block. | think you idea of the etched Perspex for such
a large block is a great idea. Thanks for sharing.

~karen

Reply

@ Sandra W.
March 9th, 2017

For those making large blocks, I'd say the Creative Grids 20 1/2" square ruler will eliminate this
as a challenge. It's a one-time cost to eliminate this frustration.

Reply

karen walker
: March 9th, 2017

| agree...a 20-1/2" square ruler would be a great investment. However, if you're stuck like i
was...this is a great alternative.

Thank you Sandra @

~karen

Reply

Jean Scofield
March 16th, 2017

| have used two rulers side-by-side to square up and trim large blocks. Put the rulers next to
each other and line up the measuring lines. If adding the second ruler gives the extra inches you
need use them together as one ruler. Divide your block size by two (half the width) and measure
from the center seam to the edge and trim (don’t forget to add the seam allowance). Turn the
block so you can trim the opposite side. Make sure the ruler doesn’t shift off the center seam
when you turn. Finally you trim the top and bottom the same way. You corners should come to a
point just as Karen describes.

If your two rulers are long and wide enough to create a square larger than the whole block you
can use them together side-by-side to trim the whole block. Again treat them as if they are one
ruler. Hope this is clear and helps. Jean

Reply

Embroidery Digitizing
October 5th, 2017

just some amazing quilt. good information and tips provided. really like this post, very helpful

Reply

PAT
March 15th, 2018

Love this idea, thanks so much. I've been going to a glass store and having plexiglass cut, but
plexiglass is expensive.
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Pam Topasna
March 15th, 2018

Thank you for your tips, I'm a self taught and i wish there was more info on how to read / pick
which lines to use when.
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_ Kim Gibson
March 15th, 2018

Is there a similar method for trimming blocks without consistent seam placement? Blocks that
are constructed of multiple sized and shaped internal pieces? | recently ran across a quilt block
19" with lots of rectangles, squares and triangles in the block. | stacked rulers, but if there is a
better way.......

Reply

Beth Acker
March 15th, 2018

| do the same thing as Jean Scofield, | put two rulers side by side. The longer ruler at the cutting
edge and that way | can usually cut the entire length of the block. Also a tip | learned watching a
long arm quilter who asked if | wanted her to square my quilt up. She used the inside seam of
the outer border and using a large ruler (6 1/2” X 24”) she lined up that inner seam on the left
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side of the ruler and cut on the right eage of the ruler (yes, it happened to be a 6" Tinished outter
border). Doing it this way helps to insure your quilt is more square than just trimming the edges
without reference to any other seam or point. (Just trimming the edges usually does not stop
one edge from being longer than another, been there done that before | learned this tip!). Have
a great day ladies and may all your quilts square up nicely!!
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Marilyn Tippett
March 15th, 2018

| am inwardly screaming with delight with this option for large blocks. I've given up all kinds of
ideas just because. . ... well, | am a growing novice quilter. . . .
| am a happy camper today! Thank you! Thank you!

Reply

Millie
March 16th, 2018

| saw a video about using freezer paper template that you iron on your quilt block. The freezer
paper would have register lines drawn on it to help center the freezer paper on the quilt block.
Then trim to freezer paper template.
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