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How To Get Kids Loving Quilting at a Young Age

Quilting Fundamentals By Jackie White on July 21, 2014 () Add to Favorites

Quilting Techniques Did you know our younger generation can learn to quilt as soon as they can hold a crayon or
marker in their little hands? If a child can hold a crayon, a child can quilt. How? Through a simple

Back to School: Quilts fo
Patchwork & Appligué method of getting them to create quilt blocks. e ool: Qui r

School-Age Children

Fast & Friendly Quilting HERE’S A SIMPLE TECHNIQUE TO HELP ANY CHILD
GROW A PASSION FOR QUILTING:
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Modern Quilting Quilting Fundamentals:
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Longarm Quilting

Midnight Quilt Show
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Oh, Baby! Make an Easy
Appliquéd Name Quiltin
7 Steps

TUTORIALS, TIPS & MORE
Be the first to enjoy new quilt-
ing tutorials, resources, con-
tests, giveaways & much more.
It's free!

Subscribe Now »

ALSO ON CRAFTSY

Free Guides

Free Mini-Classes
Quilting is a wonderful craft that needs to be shared with people of all ages, and that includes our

Free Patterns children and grandchildren! They will be the ones to carry on this tradition that is hundreds of
years old and take it to levels that we can’t even imagine! Why not start them out when they are

All Clsstes little? The art work a 3-year-old creates is priceless. By turning it into a quilt, you are not only
starting the child on a new adventure but preserving a wonderful memory.

All Kits
SUPPLIES
All Supplies e Afew 10” squares of white or light colored cotton fabric
e Crayons (they can be fabric ones, but don’t have to be)
All Patterns .

Magic markers (optional)

A few 14” square pieces of cardboard

Masking tape

FPaper towels

DIRECTIONS

1. Place a fabric square onto a piece of cardboard, taping around the edges of the fabric. At this
point, | often explain to the child what a quilt is composed of, chatting about the three layers, let-
ting them feel how soft the batting is and how the top is a colorful piece of art that they are going
to make.
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2. Give the child the crayons or markers and ask them to draw a picture. Sometimes kids need en-
couragement as to what to draw. If you are having them make several blocks to turn into a quilt,
then ask them to pick a theme and draw objects from the theme. Another idea is to get them to
think about what makes them happy and then draw that.

-~

3. After they have finished drawing on the blocks, carefully peel the tape off of the fabric. Sand-
wich the piece of fabric between sheets of paper towels. Using a dry iron on a high heat setting,
press the blocks to set the crayons and/or markers.

4. Once the blocks are set, cut them down to size if fraying occurred when removing the tape.
Place them in a pleasing order and sew the blocks into a top. Quilt and bind.

5. Be sure to show the child the quilt they have created along with making a quilt label, stating
who made it and the year it was made. If the quilt was made for a special occasion, itis a nice idea
to add that to the label.

LOOKING FOR MORE INSPIRING KID-FRIENDLY
QUILTING IDEAS? HERE’S A FEW MORE:

e How about a stitch bible? Craftsy instructor Carol Ann Waugh created a free stitch bible
tutorial to give your book a lovely, finished look that’s sure to inspire even the youngest
quilter. Check out the FREE stitch bible tutorial here!

e Why not try this quilt drawing project a child’s next birthday party? It will be a fun activity for
the kids to do and then the birthday kid will have an amazing keepsake!

* Have a great babysitter or someone special that your child adores? Create a wall hanging by
having your kid draw on four blocks and turn that into a cute wall quilt that will sure to be
treasured by the recipient.

e Another super way to get kids active in quilting and pay it forward: Go into a local school
and have a class of children each make a quilt block. Ask the kids to draw something that
they love to do. Explain to them that the quilt they are making is going to go a child just like
them who needs comforting. Then quilt the the blocks together and finish the quilt at home.
Bring it back into the class to show the kids what a wonderful gift their quilt is going to make
for a little boy or girl. You can find places to donate your quilt here, through the non-profit
Quilt for Kids.

While you’re teaching the next generation of quilters, why not pay
homage to the previous generations? Join Craftsy instructor Joanna
Figueroa for her online class Simple Fresh Quilts to recreate tradi-
tional, vintage quilt patterns using modern techniques!

WHAT IDEAS DO YOU HAVE TO ENCOURAGE KIDS TO QUILT?

EXPLORE QUILTING CLASSES ON CRAFTSY
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=ith Angels Walters

The Quilted Tree Quilting with Startup Library:
Skirt Rulers: Free Motion Made Hand Embroidery
with Caroline Fairbanks- Simple with Kat McTee

Critchfield with Angela Walters $59.99 $70.00
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2 COMMENTS

Deborah
July 24th, 2015

i have a lot of tee shirts | need step by step instruction for making a quilt with these tee shirts
could you send me the instructions my email address is: Deborahdegler@outlook.com

Reply

maxine irby
July 26th, 2015

| made one with my brownie troupe in Macon Georgia 30 years ago.. (I still have it).

Reply
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