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Admit it, quilters: You’re not fans of binding. It’s one of the more tedious parts of the quilt-making 

process. You’ve pieced the top and quilted the layers, but you still need a binding to frame the 

beautiful artwork you’ve created. Luckily, there’s a long-held secret to creating a perfect quilt binding 

without having to use pins or quilting clips: glue! 

Yup: glue. Gaining popularity in the modern quilting circles, glue has long been used for basting, 

piecing and applique. It’s cheap, easy to find, easier to use, and makes quilt bindings look amazing. 

Afraid that glue might gunk up your machine or ruin your quilt? Don’t be. The glue is dry when you 

sew your binding down, and if you use the right kind, it’s completely washable. 

Follow these easy steps to learn how to apply quilt binding with glue. Whether you prefer to hand- 

stitch or machine-stitch your binding, we think you’ll be stuck for life! 

HOW TO APPLY QUILT BINDING WITH GLUE: 
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1. GETTING STARTED 

In addition to your sewing machine, you’ll need your quilt with edges squared up, bias tape (either 

store-bought double fold or handmade), a hot iron without steam and school glue . The brand of glue 

doesn’t matter, but it must be school glue so that it washes out. You may use a school glue stick, but 

make sure it doesn’t have any additional color added to it, even if it claims to “disappear” when dry. 

White is best. 

2. SEW EDGE OF BINDING TO QUILT 

Stitch the edge of the binding to the front of your quilt as you normally would. If you are using 

double-fold bias tape, make sure to stitch the thinner edge at the fold. This will ensure that the quilt 

looks perfect on both sides when it is finished. If you are using 2½” handmade bias tape, stitch both 

raw edges to the quilt edge with a 1/4” seam. 

3. APPLY GLUE 



Flip the quilt over to the back side and stretch the bias tape over the edge. The folded edge of the tape 

should extend beyond the stitch line. Rather than pinning or clipping the edges here, we will use glue 

instead! Spread a thin layer of glue over 2-3 inches of binding, then finger press to the quilt. 

Make sure your iron is nice and hot, and your steam turned off. A dry heat is needed to set the 

starches in the glue. After applying your thin layer of glue, press the binding to the quilt. Only a few 

seconds are needed to set the glue. It will feel slightly stiff when it is dry. 

Repeat the gluing/ironing process until you have finished glue-basting the binding to the quilt. The 

neat thing about this technique is that you can set your mitered corners so that the points line up 

exactly right. If some extra glue gets on the front of your quilt or binding as you’re finagling your 

corners, don’t worry! It will wash out. Just make sure everything is as you want it before you press it. 

Crunchy fabric is harder to manipulate. 

See? Perfect! 

5. HAND-STITCH OR TOPSTITCH BINDING TO QUILT 



Now that your binding is basted to your quilt (and completely pin-free), it’s time to stitch it down. If 

you prefer to hand-stitch your bindings, you can do so now. But not having pins or clips to worry 

about means that you can do a beautiful job machine-sewing the binding on; the fabric won’t bunch 

up or slide around on you. 

If you are feeling confident about the placement of your binding over the original ¼” seam, you may 

"stitch in the ditch" between the quilt and binding. The stitching will look invisible from the front, and 

it should catch the slightly wider side of the bias tape in the back. I prefer to err on the side of caution 

and do a very narrow top-stitch (a scant 1/8”) just over on to the binding. This way I’m doubly sure 

that everything will catch on the back. 

My finished binding from the front… 

… and the back! 

Voila! Easier and faster than traditional binding methods, and with better results. What’s not to 

love? 

Credits: https://www.craftsy.com/blog/2014/05/how-to-apply-quilt-binding-with- 

glue/?SSAID=689375&sasClickId=71k1_coxb7 
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Freda 
I would have liked to see how you did the corners. Corners 

Oct 17, 2020 is my problem.. 

Carol I added one thing. I used a stitch-in-the-ditch presser foot 

Oct 16, 2020 and moved the needle to the right about 1/8”. The blade in 

the ditch helped keep the stitching straight. The position of 

the needle gives flexibility in how wide you want to stitch 

the border. 
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