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Boring subject I know, but let me tell ya - when you quilt and cut fabric 
PINS & NEEDLES 

as much as I do, nothing can tick you off more than when the rotary 

ruler slips a little on the fabric while you're cutting, and you end up HOME & GARDEN 
messing up the cut having to start over and go through the entire 

slippage mess all over again. I know - I've had it happen a hundred 

times. Well, I decided enough was enough and I solved this problem for 

good. 
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I shuffled out to my garage and found a piece of sandpaper. Then I Restoring Old Photos 
looked in a dozen drawers to find a glue stick and a pencil. I was all 

Sewing set. Into the sewing room I went and I measured out 1/2" by 3" and 

marked the back of the sandpaper with a pencil. Then I cut them out. Studio Stories 
Don't use your rotary cutter to cut out the sandpaper or you will dull the 

Web Design blade. Better to use scissors. 
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Wendy's Tulips & Roses Quilt Part 
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Backpack Bonanza 

"Pride of Annapolis" 30x40 Oil on 

Canvas 

Mother's Double Dutch Quilt Part 
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Mother's Double Dutch Quilt Part 
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Easy Christmas DIY Table Runner! 

After I cut out the pieces, I turned them over and put glue on the back Mother's Double Dutch Quilt Part 
of the sandpaper, then placed them on the WRONG side of the rotary 8 
ruler. Notice that the lettering on the ruler is upside-down. When the 

Mother's Double Dutch Quilt Part ruler is upside-down, the lettering is backwards and so are the numbers. 
7 Place the strip of sandpaper to the WRONG side - see the picture 

below. 

Let me tell you why always using your ruler with the WRONG side against 

your fabric is important. Because, if you place your ruler upside-down 

on your fabric (like the picture above) and use it to measure your fabric 

before you cut, your measurement will be off about 1/16" to 1/8". The 

reason for this is because the measurements are printed on the WRONG 

side of the ruler, and that is the side that should be up against your 

fabric. When you look through the transparent ruler, you should see the 

lettering and measurements correctly, not backwards. That is how you 

will know you are using the RIGHT side of the ruler to make your 

measurement before you cut. 

WENDY'S TULIPS & ROSES QUILT PART 

3 

I left off at the completion of the 

center applique for this quilt, and 

the finishing trim. The applique was 

stitched into place with a zigzag sti... 

More Tweets ... 
When your ruler is upside down, your measurement changes by the 

angle you are looking at your fabric through the ruler. So, the next time 

you place your rotary ruler up against your fabric, make sure you are 

able to read the name and measurements correctly from the top, then 

you'll know the ruler is WRONG side down (RIGHT side up), Just thought 

I'd throw in that important tip for all of you out there making bad cuts 

and wondering why your projects aren't coming out right. 
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So, today I started to cut out the pieces for a handbag I am making for 

my mother and decided there must be a way to prevent my ruler from 

sliding every time I cut with the rotary cutter. That's when I had the idea 

for the sandpaper strips on the back and sure enough they work like a 

charm. Oh, and here's another tip - label your cut pattern pieces (what 

it is, the dimensions, and how many pieces you cut) on a piece of paper 

and pin it to the fabric piece. That way, you will know immediately what 

piece is what and it will save you from messing up. I have messed up a 

lot - until I got organized. 

Glue the 1/2" strips on the top and bottom of your rotary ruler, then cut 

four - 1/4" strips and place them in the middle (North, South, East, West) 

of your ruler. Wait a few minutes and you are ready to cut. Mine didn't 

slip at all and I was so pleased with myself I just had to share. 

Then, I placed sandpaper strips on all of my rotary rulers - making it easy 

for me to know that the ruler is WRONG side down and up against my 

fabric correctly for perfect cutting too. 

Happy cutting! 
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