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Quick Christmas decorating: part I 

Posted by Tina on November 4, 2013, in quilting & sewing , Christmas projects , decorating 

with quilts , ePatterns 

Imagine the scene. It’s two days after 

Thanksgiving and you’re sipping a steaming 

mug of cinnamon-scented cider, enjoying the 

cozy ambiance of your tidy, already- 
Search for: 

decorated-for-Christmas house. Next up? 

Some quality time with your sewing machine, 

stitching up quilts for next year’s holiday. And 

We’re on Instagram! what the hey, maybe you’ll sew a few small 

gifts for this year too. 

Call it visions of sugarplums, quilter’s edition. 

And we’re going to help you get there. 

Relishing the season is way more fun than 

rushing through it, so today’s post offers 

ideas for decorating your house with 

Christmas quilts—quickly. Ready to take your 

house from Thanksgiving to Christmas in a 

matter of minutes? We’ve got 12 ways for 

you to use your every Christmas quilt and 

pillow to create holiday displays. You’ll even find a couple of clever tips for transforming non- 

holiday quilts into undercover seasonal decor! 

Alert: Christmas projects to sew ! 

Eager to stitch Christmas quilts? Patterns for all the quilts, table 

runners, and pillows in today’s post are on sale through midnight, 

November 10. Get them for only $1.99 each! 

12 Easy Ways to Decorate with Christmas Quilts 
Follow Martingale on Instagram 

Recent Posts 

1. Offer a warm welcome Going-Out-Of-Business Sale: 55% 
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Okay, we’re not suggesting that you leave your precious quilts and appliquéd pillows to shop…. 

(No Comments) outdoors from the day after Thanksgiving until New Year’s. But if you’re hosting a holiday 

Going-Out-Of-Business Sale: Save get-together, consider sprucing up the porch for a few hours by hanging a quilt outside. If 

55% on everything! that’s impractical, rest a pillow on a sled, as shown here, or use a child’s wagon or a small 
(38 Comments) 

table to display small quilts or pillows. Especially if you and your guests will spend time 
Site-Wide SALE: Books starting at outdoors, a bit of quilted cheer can set the tone and intensify the holiday jolly. Just add hot 
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(77) 2. Deck the halls (and walls) with banners quilting for beginners 

(109) quilting tutorials 

If you use curtain rods to hang quilts, it’s an easy job to swap out a standard wall hanging quilt tips (140) 
for a quilted Christmas banner. (113) quirky question 

(75) reproduction quilts 

(136) scrap quilts 

Archives 

Archives 

Martingale Author Blogs 

Amy Ellis – Amy's Creative Side 

Amy Smart – Diary of a Quilter 

Barbara Groves and Mary 

Jacobsen – Me and My Sister 

Designs 

Barbara J. Eikmeier – Barb’s 

Favorites 

Bonnie Olaveson – Cotton Way 

Cheryl Brown – Quilter Chic 

Cheryl Lynch – Cheryl Lynch 

Quilts 

Christa Watson – 

Christaquilts.com 

Cindy Lammon – Hyacinth Quilt 

Designs 

Connie Kauffman – Kauffman 

Designs 

Dana Bolyard – Old Red Barn Co. 

Darra Williamson – See How We 

Sew 

Debby Kratovil – Debby Kratovil 

3. Set a festive table Quilts 

Elizabeth Dackson – Don't Call Me 
Table runners are a given, but don’t discount your larger quilts as tabletop decor. Consider Betsy 
spreading a bed quilt over a large table or covering a side table with a wall hanging. Gail Pan – Gail Pan Designs 

Jen Eskridge – ReannaLily 

Designs 

Jenifer Gaston – Jeni's Blog from 

the Willow 

Jennifer Rounds – See How We 

Sew 

Jill Finley – Jillily Studio 

Kathleen Tracy – Sentimental 

Quilter 

Kim Brackett – Magnolia Bay 

Quilts 

Margo Duke 

Mary M. Covey – Mary M. Covey 

Designs 

Pat Durbin – Pat's Quilts 

Rebecca Silbaugh – Ruby Blue 

Quilting Studio 

Sara Lawson – Sew Sweetness 

Stacey Trock – FreshStitches 

Sue Abrey – Quilt Times 

Susan Purney Mark 

Tonya Alexander – Eye Candy 

Quilts 

Vanessa Christenson – V and Co. 

4. Hang a holly jolly wall quilt 

Large or small, a wall quilt quickly and magically transforms a space by bestowing a festive 

splash of holiday color. Got a quilt but not sure how to hang it? Check out the links below for 

quick and easy ways to get a quilt on the wall. 

How to make a quilt sleeve—quick! (+ video ) 

How do you hang a quilt on the wall? (8 techniques) 

Downloadable instructions on how to make a hanging sleeve 
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5. Sit here and be merry! 

Cover a bench in good spirits by draping a quilt over the back or folding one over a seat 

cushion. Top the bench with a colorful pillow to make it even more inviting. 

6. Roll with some incognito decor 

Got lots of quilts—but not many holiday quilts? Here’s where 

your backings do double duty. If any of your out-of-season 

quilts are backed in traditional Christmas hues, just roll them 

inside out and tuck them into a basket for instant holiday color. 

Aren’t seeing any reds or greens on your backings? Use what 

you do have and accent your basketful of quilts with holiday 

ribbons, evergreen boughs, or sprigs of holly. 

7. Style a festive fireplace 

Make fireside celebrations even merrier by hanging a holiday quilt above the mantel or 

placing a mantel runner across it. 

8. Look under the tree 

In their book ‘Tis the Season , Jeanne Large and Shelley Wicks reconsider tree skirts. "Try 

using a quilt instead of a traditional tree skirt. Choose a quilt in colors that work with your 

holiday theme. If your quilt tops don’t work, check out the backings—one of them might be 

just the right color. Spread the quilt under the tree and then scrunch it up to shape it 

around the tree stand." 

https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaG9wbWFydGluZ2FsZS5jb20vP3N1YmNhdHM9WSZzdGF0dXM9QSZwc2hvcnQ9TiZwZnVsbD1OJnBuYW1lPVkmcGtleXdvcmRzPU4mc2VhcmNoX3BlcmZvcm1lZD1ZJmNpZD0wJnE9eG1hc3dhbGwmeD0tOTIwJnk9LTEyOSZkaXNwYXRjaD1wcm9kdWN0cy5zZWFyY2g=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaG9wbWFydGluZ2FsZS5jb20vP3N1YmNhdHM9WSZzdGF0dXM9QSZwc2hvcnQ9TiZwZnVsbD1OJnBuYW1lPVkmcGtleXdvcmRzPU4mc2VhcmNoX3BlcmZvcm1lZD1ZJmNpZD0wJnE9eG1hc2JlbmNoJng9LTk2MCZ5PS0xMjkmZGlzcGF0Y2g9cHJvZHVjdHMuc2VhcmNo
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaG9wbWFydGluZ2FsZS5jb20vcXVpbHRpbmcvcXVpbHRpbmctZXBhdHRlcm5zL2NocmlzdG1hcy1xdWlsdGluZy1lcGF0dGVybnMuaHRtbA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaG9wbWFydGluZ2FsZS5jb20vP3N1YmNhdHM9WSZzdGF0dXM9QSZwc2hvcnQ9TiZwZnVsbD1OJnBuYW1lPVkmcGtleXdvcmRzPU4mc2VhcmNoX3BlcmZvcm1lZD1ZJmNpZD0wJnE9WE1BU01BTlRFTCZ4PS05MjAmeT0tMTI5JmRpc3BhdGNoPXByb2R1Y3RzLnNlYXJjaA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaG9wbWFydGluZ2FsZS5jb20vdGlzLXRoZS1zZWFzb24uaHRtbA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zaG9wbWFydGluZ2FsZS5jb20vP3N1YmNhdHM9WSZzdGF0dXM9QSZwc2hvcnQ9TiZwZnVsbD1OJnBuYW1lPVkmcGtleXdvcmRzPU4mc2VhcmNoX3BlcmZvcm1lZD1ZJmNpZD0wJnE9amVhbm5lK2xhcmdlK3NoZWxsZXkrd2lja3MmeD0tOTYxJnk9LTEyOSZkaXNwYXRjaD1wcm9kdWN0cy5zZWFyY2gmc29ydF9ieT1kYXRlJnNvcnRfb3JkZXI9ZGVzYyZzb3J0X2J5PWJlc3RzZWxsZXJzJnNvcnRfb3JkZXI9ZGVzYw==


9. Draw eyes to collectibles 

To prevent small holiday figurines from going unnoticed, anchor them with an eye-catching 

quilt. 

10. Step it up for the holidays 

Another clever decorating idea from Jeanne Large and Shelley Wicks : "Keep an eye out at 

secondhand stores and flea markets for old ladders. We have one that came from 

Jeanne’s grandparents’ farm. After a good scrubbing with a wire brush and soapy water, it 

makes a wonderful stand for displaying quilts. Leaned against a wall and draped with just 

one quilt or layered with several quilts, a ladder makes a great prop in practically any room 

in your home." Don’t have a decorative ladder handy? Try a drying rack instead. 
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11. Make every December morning magical 

Whether it’s a kid curled up under the covers 

dreaming of Santa or a grownup pondering 

ways to help Santa in his labors, Christmas 

morning feels that much closer when you’re 

snuggling under a holiday quilt. Don’t have a 

bed-size quilt in Christmas colors? You can 

create just as much impact by using smaller 

quilts as throws or bed runners. 

12. Ornament the sofa 

Possibly the quickest and easiest way to decorate for Christmas is to simply drape a holiday 

quilt across the back of the couch or toss on some cheery throw pillows. It’s instant 

festivity! 

What are your plans for Christmas sewing this year? Are you finished with Christmas 

stitching, or have you just started to think about it? Share in the comments ! 

Related Posts 

Winter quilts to warm your heart (+ giveaway!) 

Freshly cut Christmas quilts (+ giveaway!) 

Get a head start on the holiday season with $9 book deals! 
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ALL just Beautiful………. 

—Donna on November 4, 2013 

I’m allways on the hunt for new ideas about how to decorate with quilts. Love them all! And 

I know my students too. 

— Diana on November 4, 2013 

Just magic ! 

la cocotte 
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— la cocotte de kiev au Caire on November 5, 2013 

I have no plans for Christmas sewing this year, however next year…. I will be chained to a 

sewing machine. 

Keep smiling, 

— Lynnita Shipman on November 5, 2013 

Thanks for making me purchase one of these DARLING patterns at a GREAT price…already 

making plans for next Christmas thanks to your great sale! Wish they were hand applique 

friendly but I will figure it out �� Kathi 

— Kathi on November 10, 2013 

Unique way of explaining about christmas Decoration with images. Thank you for sharing. 

— Yatai Decor on December 9, 2021 
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