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Fast, Efficient, Safe: 13 Must-Know Tips for 
Using a Rotary Cutter 
By Christine Haynes 

Rotary cutters can be a fast and efficient way to cut fabric, and it’s not just for quilters either! Learn 

tips on how to cut your next project safely with these thirteen tips. 

Access to every class. (Monthly or annual member) BECOME A MEMBER 

1. Use a ruler. 

Give yourself a safety barrier between the blade of the rotary cutter and your hands, by only cutting 

along the edge of a ruler. But not just any ruler is ideal, using one that is at least ¼” thick will give the 

blade something to cut alongside so it won’t jump up onto the ruler, possibly hitting your hand. 

2. Close the safety. 

Get in the good habit of closing the safety after each and every cut so that the blade is protected by 

the plastic cover. As you pull the cutter up from the fabric, close it right then and there so it can’t fall 

to cut your fabric, bare feet, or even worse, a pet or small child. 

3. Keep it sharp. 

Anything sharp can dull with use, and the blade of the rotary cutter is no exception to that rule. When 

something sharp gets dull, it’s a much more dangerous tool, as you will need to apply even more 

pressure, making the possibility of cutting yourself greater, since you are pressing harder than usual. 

Simply change your blades when they are dull to avoid this problem. 

4. Discard blades safely. 
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If tip number three is to change the blade often, chances are you’re soon going to have a round blade 

to have to throw out. But if you just toss that into the trash, you’re bound to cut things along the way. I 

take thick tape and cover each edge of the blade with the tape before throwing it away so you don’t 

accidentally cut yourself. 

5. Cut on a mat. 

A self-healing mat helps the blade glide along the surface in an even motion, keeping the blade 

moving in a safe manner. If you cut on an uneven surface or one that will cause the blade to move 

unpredictably, this could result in the rotary cutter jumping and moving in an unsafe way. 

6. The blade is sharp! 

This is probably obvious, but do not underestimate how sharp the blade is. It’s not just a craft tool, it’s 

a round razor blade, and razor blades are to be handled with care. So be careful not to touch the edge 

or tap it on your skin, as it can easily cut you! 

7. Store safely. 

When the rotary cutter is not in use, be sure to store it somewhere out of reach for kids and anyone 

else that might not understand its use and sharpness. 

8. Cut away from the body. 

When pushing the rotary cutter, only ever push it away from the body and never pull the tool toward 

you. This can quickly go terribly wrong if you were to slip in any way and pull it into your body. 

Pushing it away from you moves the blade in a safe direction at all times. 

9. Cut standing. 

Only use a rotary cutter when in a standing position, so you can put your body weight into the cut. If 

you are sitting, it is hard to gain any leverage and it’s also hard to see where you’re going with the 

blade, which can result in a cutting accident. 

10. Change the blade carefully. 

Since you will need to change the blades from time to time, be sure to handle the blade and cutter 

with care when switching from an old dull blade to a fresh new sharp one. Carefully undo the screw 

as instructed by your cutter’s manual, and insert the new one. 

11. Match the blade to the project. 

Rotary cutters come in many sizes and it’s important to match the blade with the size of your project. 

For example, if you’re cutting something small, it is dangerous to use a large cutter. The opposite is 

true as well, where using a small blade on thick layers will result in over pushing, and possibly an 

accident. 

12. Apply even pressure. 

Cutting with too much or too little pressure can make for uneven cuts and inconsistency. The safest 

approach is to apply even pressure while cutting so you cut through all the layers and don’t have to go 

back over any spots after the fact. 

13. Match the brands. 

To make sure the blade matches the cutter, be sure to use the correct size and brand as the original 

rotary cutter. If the blade and cutter do not match, this might result in the blade being too big or too 

small for the tool. 
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I keep a covered container(old sour cream plastic tub) on the top shelf and use it to 

dispose of used blades, needles, etc. I tape the top on to throw it away. 
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