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5 Simp|e Steps to a Mitered-Corner Border With
Border Prints

By Craftsy on March 26, 2017 () Add to Favorites
Looking to add a little intrigue to that quilt? A mitered border can be a beautiful (and easy!) way
to kick your top up a notch. And with border prints, it’s simpler than ever! Just follow our step-by-
step tutorial for a mitered border that brings out the best in your quilt.

WHAT'S A BORDER PRINT?

Some fabric collections include prints that are arranged in repeating columns. When you cut out
any of these columns, you instantly get a border piece that’s ready to attach. Here's an example
from Boundless’ new collection, Melrose & Vine.

With Melrose & Vine you get the option of a thin striped border, a larger-scale print border or a
combination of both.

WHAT'S SO GREAT ABOUT A BORDER PRINT?

There’s a few great ways border prints can make an impact in your quilt — and make things a
heck of a lot easier too!

» Borders create a statement within the design
e They’re an easy way to increase the size of your quilt with minimal piecing
e They increase the perceived complexity of your quilt without taking all that much extra work

In fact, you can see all three of these elements at work in the Starlet Quilt Kit. The quilt uses the
border print from above to create a mitered-corner border, adding the perfect amount of contrast
to make those center blocks pop.
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HOW DO | MAKE MY OWN MITERED-CORNER BORDER?

A mitered corner means that your corners meet in a 45-degree angle. If you take a quick look at a

picture frame, you’ll see an example of a mitered corner.

Sure, the mitered border might be a little tougher than skipping the angle, but all it takes is some
careful measuring and sewing. Plus, the angled seam is nearly invisible!

START WITH THIS SIMPLE EQUATION TO FIGURE OUT THE LENGTH OF
EACH BORDER SIDE.

Length of quilt side + (width of the border x 2) + 6" = Total fabric for border piece

LET'S BREAK DOWN EACH PIECE IN THE EQUATION.
e Length of quilt side: Measure the length of the side of the quilt you're sewing the border to.

¢ Width of the border: How wide is your border? Multiply it by two! This makes sure you have
enough excess fabric on either side to match the width of the adjacent piece at either corner.

e Plus 67: You’ll need a little extra fabric for the mitered corner on each side as well as the
seam allowance. This six inches will have you covered!

Use the equation to find out the border length you need on each side. Then, just cut your border
fabric to those dimensions.

HERE'S AN EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW:

If your quilt top is 40” x 50” and your borders are 2" wide, your equation for the top and bottom
border would be 40" + (2" x 2) + 6" =50".

That means those two borders would each measure 2" x 50". For the side borders, my equation

would be 50" + (2" x2) + 8" =60".

YOU'VE CAREFULLY MEASURED AND CUT YOUR BORDER FABRIC.
NOW IT'S TIME TO SEW IT ONTO THE QUILT!

STEP 1: PIN THE BORDERS IN PLACE

« Fold both the border and quilt top in half, then mark their centers.
* Line the centers up and pin them together to stay accurate.
¢ Pin the ends of the quilt and border together before proceeding to the rest.

STEP 2: SEW THE BORDERS ONTO THE QUILT TOP

e Sew the border to your top, starting and stopping %" away from your edge.
* Make sure to backstitch at each end.
« Repeat for all four border pieces.




STEP 3: MARK WHERE TO SEW THE MITERED CORNER

There’s a few ways to mark for the mitered corner, but this method is probably the simplest to
pull off.

e Fold the quilt top in half diagonally with right sides facing each other (this will create a
triangle).

Line up two connecting border pieces (like the top border and the right side border) and put
them on top of one another.

Line everything up so that the fold of the quilt top runs at a 45-degree angle between the
two border pieces.

Place your ruler along the 45-degree angle you created and extend it over the borders.

Use a pencil to trace the angle on the border.

Pin the border in place to prepare for sewing.

Hint: It can be helpful to trace the angled line onto both pieces of border fabric. That way, no
matter which way you take the quilt to your sewing machine, you’ll see the markings.

STEP 4: 5SEW YOUR CORNER

e |ocate the stitch line you made when sewing your border to your guilt top. Start sewing
right there. (This will ensure that you there are no gaps or spaces on the front.)

e Follow your pencil line directly, sewing from the stitch line out toward the end of the border.

e Backstitch at the beginning and end.

e Unfold your quilt to make sure the border lies flat and that there are no gaps in the inner
corner.

Hint: The first few times that you attempt this, you may notice some puckering at the corners.
This is caused when you start sewing too far into the quilt top, or too far away from the quilt top.

You can solve for puckering by:

s He-sewing

e Pressing carefully with steam

e Experimenting with pressing your border seams in different directions (i.e. toward the quilt
top or toward the border)

STEP 5: TRIM, PRESS AND... PRESTO!




Trim the excess border to 147
* Press seam open.

Repeat for all four corners.

Kick back and admire your hard work!
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Heidie Lorentzen
March 26th, 2017
Thank you for the tip. It give me a knew way to have borders....just to have borders. The last
three years | have made quilts without borders, because | thought they were “liveless”. But if you
do it with a lovely fabric with print....l think wouw. | have one quilttop with Anna Marie Horner

fabrics and | think it should be bigger, and | will look if | can match a fabric with pattern.
Thanks again.

Reply

Sharla Dial Anderson
March 26th, 2017

Thank you so much for the tutorial!'%®

Reply

Bev
March 26th, 2017

Great tutorial!!! The quilt is beautiful, too. Love, love, the florals.

Reply

Mannette
March 26th, 2017

Thank you, very imformative in a step by step easy to understand format. Will give this a try....

Reply

Tina
March 26th, 2017

| learned one better, | got the pattern to match, gosh, am | a genius or what, hahahaha
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Amy Elliott
March 26th, 2017

Great tips! | always have to relearn how to do these when | use them. | love how it makes the
quilt look so much more finished and professional looking. Any chance of getting a video tuto-
rial on this?

Reply

Sandra Alderman

March 27th, 2017
Thank you for these instructions. Love mitred corners especially with borderprints. The only way
to finish a quilt nicely!

| get tired and annoyed when seeing supposed quilt professionals not mitreing corners when us-
ing stripes and border prints. Looks unprofessional.

Reply

Pat
March 28th, 2017

Thank you very much. Your tutorial was great and also timely. Came just when | needed it.?

Reply

@ Joey
April 28th, 2017

| love mitered corners on borders. Thank you so much for the easier equation that what | have
been using. Great step by step instructions.

Reply
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